Perryville Code -~ Chapter 3 Civil Emergencies

CHAPTER 3

CIVIL EMERGENCIES

§ 3-1. Definitions.

§ 3-2. Proclamation of Civil Emergency.

§ 3-3. Authority of Mayor to issue certain orders.

§ 3-4. Civil rights protected.

§ 3-5. Use of government services and equipment.

§ 3-6. Penalties and enforcement.

[History: Added Chapter 3 Civil Emergencies, adopted 11/7/17 by Ord. 2017-16 Revised]
§ 3-1. Definitions.

As used in this chapter, the following words have the meanings specified:

(1) "Catastrophic Health Emergency" means a situation in which extensive loss of life or
serious disability is threatened imminently because of exposure to a deadly agent as
defined by section 14-3a-01 et seq. Of the public safety article of the Maryland Annotated
Code.

(2) "Emergency" means the threat or occurrence of:

A. A drought, fire, earthquake, explosion, flood, high water, hurricane, landslide,
mudslide, snowstorm, storm, tidal wave, tornado, wind-driven water, train
derailment, hazardous materials disaster, or any other disaster in any part of the town

that requires public services in order to save lives or protect public health, safety or
welfare;

=

An enemy attack, act of terrorism, or public health catastrophe;

A public emergency;

o 0

A catastrophic health emergency;

1

An energy emergency; or

F. A water system emergency.
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(3) "Emergency Preparedness" means the preparation for and carrying out of public services
in order to save lives and to minimize and repair injury and damage that result or may
result from emergencies.

(4) "Energy Emergency" is a situation in which the health, safety, or welfare of the public is
threatened by an actual or impending acute shortage in energy resources.

(5) “Mayor” means the Mayor of the Town of Perryville or, in the Mayor’s absence or
unavailability to exercise his powers under this chapter, the commissioner having the most
seniority of all other commissioners and being available to act.

(6) "Public Emergency" is (i) a situation in which three or more individuals are at the same
time and in the same place engaged in tumultuous conduct that leads to the commission
of unlawful acts that disturb the public peace or cause the unlawful destruction or damage
of private or public property; (ii) a fire, crisis, disaster, riot, or catastrophe; (iii) a
catastrophic health emergency; or, (iv) an energy emergency.

(7) “Water System Emergency” is a situation in which the health, safety, or welfare of the
public is threatened by an acute operational failure or the introduction of foreign agents
in the town’s water production, treatment or distribution system that significantly reduces
the quantity or quality of water available for use by water system consumers.

§ 3-2. Proclamation of Civil Emergency.

(1) Whenever an emergency has developed or is impending in the town, and results in or
threatens to result in the death or injury of persons or the destruction of property or the
disruption of the town government, the mayor may proclaim by written order the existence
of a civil emergency within the town.

(2) A civil emergency shall continue until the mayor issues a written order terminating the
civil emergency, except that a civil emergency may not continue or be renewed for more
than four consecutive days except by the vote of not less than three members of the mayor
and commissioners. Before a civil emergency is declared terminated, the Mayor shall
consult with emergency preparedness officials and town staff to determine if there are any
fiscal, public safety response or disaster recovery imperatives that require the continuation
of emergency measures.

(3) Any such order of a civil emergency by the mayor shall, within 48 hours of issuance of
the proclamation, or as soon as practical, be filed with the town administrator. To the
extent practical, public notice of a civil emergency order shall be given by posting the
notice on the town’s internet website, providing a reference to the website notice on at
least two forms of social media, and delivering the notice to representatives of the media
who regularly cover town government matters.

§ 3-3. Authority of Mayor to issue certain orders.
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Upon the declaration of a civil emergency by the Mayor, and during the existence of such civil
emergency, the Mayor may, in a form that meets the requirements of § 3-4, make and proclaim
any or all of the following orders:

(D

)

3)

Q)

&)

(6)

(7

®)

©)

An order imposing a general curfew applicable to the town as a whole, or to such
geographical area or areas of the town, and during such hours, as the Mayor deems
necessary, which effective hours and affected area or areas may be modified from time
to time;

An order requiring any or all business establishments to close and remain closed until
further order or the rescinding of the declaration of civil emergency;

An order requiring the discontinuance of the sale, distribution or giving away of firearms
and/or ammunition for firearms in any or all parts of the town;

An order requiring the discontinuance of the sale, distribution or giving away of gasoline
or other liquid flammable or combustible products in any container other than a gasoline
tank properly affixed to a motor vehicle;

An order requiring the closure of any or all business establishments where firearms and/or
ammunition for firearms are sold or otherwise dispensed; provided that with respect to
those business establishments which are not primarily devoted to the sale of firearms
and/or ammunition and in which such firearms and/or ammunition may be removed or
made secure from possible seizure by the public, the portions thereof utilized for the sale
of items other than firearms and ammunition may, in the discretion of the Mayor, be
allowed to remain open;

An order closing to the public any or all public places over which the town has jurisdiction
including streets, alleys, public ways, parks, beaches, amusement areas, and public
buildings;

An order prohibiting the carrying of a firearm or any instrument which is capable of
producing bodily harm, provided that any such order shall not apply to peace officers or
military personnel engaged in the performance of their official duties;

An order requesting federal, state and/or county assistance in combatting such civil
emergency;

An order urging the use of all public and private health, medical, and convalescent
facilities and equipment to provide emergency health and medical care for injured
persons;

(10) An order authorizing, in cooperation with utility management and appropriate state and

federal agencies, the shutting off, restoration, and operation of utility services in
accordance with priorities established for combating such civil emergency;
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11) An order providing for the evacuation and reception of the population of the town or any
P Y
part thereof;

(12) An order imposing mandatory water use restrictions until normal water system operations
are restored.

(13) Such other orders as are necessary for the protection of life and property.

Any such order shall, within forty-eight (48) hours of issuance of the order, or as soon thereafter
as practical, be filed with the Town Administrator. To the extent practical, public notice of an
order proclaimed by the Mayor under this section shall be given by posting the notice on the town’s
internet website, providing a reference to the website notice on at least two forms of social media,
and delivering the notice to representatives of the media who regularly cover town government
matters.

§ 3-4. Civil rights protected.
An order issued pursuant to § 3-3 shall contain the following:
(1) A statement of the facts upon which the order is based; and

(2) A statement that the Mayor believes it is in the best interest of public safety, rescue and
recovery efforts and the protection of property that the exercise of certain rights be
temporarily limited; and

(3) A statement that the conditions of the order are designed to provide the least necessary
restriction on those rights.

§ 3-5. Use of government services and equipment.

In addition to or in connection with the exercise of the powers specified in this chapter the
Mayor, in carrying out its provisions, shall utilize to the maximum extent practicable the services,
equipment, supplies and facilities of existing departments, offices, and agencies of the Town, State,
Cecil County and other local governments.

§ 3-6. Penalties and enforcement.

A person shall comply with orders proclaimed by the Mayor under §3-4. Violation of an
order is a misdemeanor punishable by a fine in the amount of $150 for a first offense, $300 for a
second oftense and $500 for a third and subsequent offenses. Each day that a violation continues
1s a separate offense. Violations of orders proclaimed by the Mayor also may be enforced in a
civil proceeding for injunction or other relief in any court having jurisdiction, but no such civil
proceeding shall constitute a waiver by the town of its right of criminal prosecution for the same
violation.

304



