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 Town of Perryville

Town Meeting Minutes
January 5, 2010
ATTENDANCE:  Mayor: James Eberhardt, Commissioners: Alan Fox, Michelle Linkey, Gary Tennis, Town Administrator: Denise Breder, and Police Chief Vince Wernz.

The Town of Perryville Meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor Eberhardt.

Pledge to the Flag
APPROVAL OF THE TOWN MEETING MINUTES 


Mayor Eberhardt noted that the date of the meeting shown on the minutes was incorrect and needed to be changed it had December 2nd, the actual meeting date was December 1, 2009.

MOTION was made by Commissioner Fox and seconded by Commissioner Linkey to approve the December 1, 2009 Town Meeting Minutes with the change as noted.  All in Favor.  Motion Carried.
MAYOR’S REPORT-


Mayor Eberhardt reported that he attended a meeting with Attorney General Gansler from the State of Maryland who came to Cecil County.  The Attorney General’s Office is looking at pollution and they are looking at the rivers around Maryland and this particular meeting was about pollution in the Susquehanna River basin.  The issue of looking into the people polluting and prosecuting them is not such a big issue in Maryland since we only have about twelve miles of the Susquehanna and a 25,000 square mile drainage basin.   In terms of the Susquehanna the Attorney General is primarily looking at polluters upstream in Pennsylvania and Delaware and what actions Maryland may be able to take against other States who are polluting the Susquehanna.  On December 12th he attended the Town Christmas Tree Lighting Ceremony and he thanked the staff and volunteers who helped with the event and those volunteers who decorated the tree.  He also thanked the Perryville Middle and High School choruses who sang and the Perryville Fire Company for bringing Santa on the fire truck once again.  We had our Work Session on the 15th of December.  On December 7, Penn National held an Open House at the Outlet Center for contractors and vendors interested in doing business with Penn National for the gaming facility construction phase.  Penn National Gaming will be issuing a press release tomorrow naming the General Manager of the Perryville Casino who will be Himbert Sinopoli who has about twelve years of experience with Penn National at various capacities.   He will be on board in February of next month and living in the area and in charge of the hiring process and other things in getting the casino up and running.  Mayor Eberhardt stated that we received a letter from Cecil Transportation 
who is requesting some grants for transportation needs within the County.  One of the things that we looked at in Perryville was the transportation needs at the Woodlands development.  

Ms. Skilling commented that Woodlands was very interested in developing a Transit Center as a part of their project.  The County is interested in putting funds into their budget for 2011for these types of projects.  This facility would not only accommodate the bus parking but an area for the drivers to come in and rest along with bike parking.  Ms. Skilling suggested us writing a letter to the County in support of the idea of a Transit Center being incorporated into Phase II of the Woodlands project.

Mayor Eberhardt and the board were in concurrence for drafting a letter in support of a Transit Center for the Woodlands project.


Ms. Skilling stated that they are also looking for someone from the Town to be on the Cecil County Transit Committee to discuss the possibility of other Transit opportunities which may be available in Cecil County.

Commissioner Linkey indicated that she would be interested in serving on that board.  


Mayor Eberhardt stated that most of their meetings are during the day.


Commissioner Linkey was ok with that.


Ms. Skilling commented that they are usually quarterly meeting.

INTERIM POLICE CHIEF RECOGNITION-

Mayor Eberhardt wanted to recognize the efforts of Chuck Moore who was the interim Police Chief who stepped in to assist Perryville while they were looking for a new permanent Police Chief.  He was a sergeant when he first came to us from the Bel Air State Police barracks and has now become a lieutenant.  He was presented with an honorary Chief Badge and also received a plaque from the Perryville Police Department for his much appreciated assistance during that period.


Lieutenant Moore thanked everyone for this and said that he will cherish this and felt very welcomed while he was here.
COMMISSIONER’S REPORTS –


COMMISSIONER LINKEY’S REPORT-

Commissioner Linkey reported that she attended the Work Session and there was no Planning and Zoning meeting to report on.  She is meeting with Cathy next week to work on the new employee manual and she has gotten some information from other Towns so they are going to get started on it.


Mayor Eberhardt noted that the Woodlands project got pushed down the way a little but feels that they should be ready to come before the Planning and Zoning Board.

Mary Ann stated that they should be ready for approval by January or no later than February.

COMMISSIONER TENNIS’ REPORT-

Commissioner Tennis reported that he attended the Tree Lighting Ceremony and had his three grandchildren with him and the Mayor asked for their assistance in lighting the tree with Santa Clause and they are still talking about that.  After the Tree Lighting he and Chief Wernz went to a Christmas Party for his Condo group where they presented us with 52 presents for the Toys for Tots campaign in which he wanted to thank them for.  He also attended the December 15 Work Session.
Public Works Report-


The Town Christmas Tree was decorated by volunteers that were assisted by the Public Works Department.  He wanted to thank all of the staff who assisted with the tree lighting ceremony.  A water service leak was repaired in the vicinity of 21 Silver King Court.  Other services of the same were also in need of repair and were fixed as well.  A new Variable Frequency Drive was installed at the Front Street Lift Station.  This VFD was installed to ensure more efficient operation of the pumping station.  Another VFD is planned to be installed in the future.  Repairs were made to pump #3 at the Front Street Lift Station.  The pump had wiring issues that were resolved.  The station now has three fully functioning pumps.  The DPW is currently working on programming the pumps so that they will operate at full capacity during the peak wastewater flows.  The Public Works Department plowed and salted streets during a snow storm on Saturday, December 19th and Sunday, December 20th.  Members of DPW attended a trade show at Aberdeen Proving Ground that demonstrated energy efficient electrical devices that are environmentally friendly.  Bulk trash and yard waste was picked up for those town residents that had called and scheduled removal.  Commissioner Tennis announced that
the Groundbreaking Ceremony for the Rodgers Tavern pier project is going to be held on Saturday January 9th, 2010 at 1 pm at the Rodgers Tavern parking lot sponsored by the Lower Susquehanna Greenway and the Town of Perryville and everyone is invited to attend with a reception to follow at the Grist Mill.  

Commissioner Linkey commended the Public Works Department for the job that they did on the snow removal.


Mayor Eberhardt commented that they did work for an extended period of time over that weekend on the snow removal and DPW commented that people seemed more receptive and appreciative than previous occasions.

Mayor Eberhardt announced that the Christmas Tree pickup was going to be on the 16th of January and that the trees must be loose not bagged.  

COMMISSIONER FOX’S REPORT-


On the 7th of December, Commissioner Fox along with Ms. Breder, the Mayor and Mary Ann Skilling met with John Anderson of CWE Incorporated who deals with water commerce and transportation in what they call the Mid Atlantic Marine Highway.  They deal primarily with Philadelphia, Wilmington, Baltimore, Washington, and ports on the Chesapeake and us since we are located at the top of the bay.  They are looking at our pier considering it for a high speed hovercraft ferry service to cities.  We do not necessarily fit their needs for commercial types of things but are interested in moving people around from Perryville.  This is a long way off but was a very interesting concept and would be beneficial if it ever pans out.  On the 12th he attended the Christmas Tree Lighting Ceremony.   He was unable to attend the Outreach Program Christmas Party but was able to stop over and give them a pumpkin pie and wish them a Merry Christmas.  Commissioner Fox commended the Perryville Fire Company for their response to a fire on the corner of Maryland Avenue and Broad Street on Christmas night and another nasty house fire on the 1st.  
Wastewater Plant Report-Commissioner Fox

The plant met all effluent parameters for November 09.  On December 2nd the contractor lowered effluent flow meter v-notch weir and removed a section of concrete baffle in the dechlorination tank.  They coordinated the operation to permit work to occur and did not allow any decanting from the SBR tank so the contractor could complete the work.  On December 4th the effluent flow meter was recalibrated because of the measuring weir being lowered on the 2nd; this was done in coordination with the construction project.


On December 9th we received about 2.5" of rain which caused the SBR controls to be monitored more closely to prevent the decanters from opening at the same time, which would overflow the manholes and discharge on the ground.  On the 14th the chlorine was changed over to the new container.  He was unable to attend the construction update meeting but was filled in by Ms. Breder.

Water Plant Report-Commissioner Fox

At the Water Plant they are still experiencing problems with the SCADA system.  A new filter has been ordered to replace the one that exploded and will be replaced by the Water Plant staff when it comes in.  We have been going through all of the piping in the plant and tightening bolts that were not tightened during the plant construction.  We are also waiting on word from GE on the proper adjustment of the air regulators on all of the valves.  This should stop the water hammers that we have been experiencing which resulted in the filter exploding.  The Town of Perryville violated the trihalomethane levels for the year 2009 which was the first quarter results from the old treatment process.  The results from the new treatment process are considerably lower.
Audit Report-William Sadler


Mr. Sadler reported that this is their second year that they have performed the audit for the Town of Perryville.  This is done to satisfy the requirements of the State of Maryland.  There was a surplus for the year in Government Funds created from taxes and revenues from the Water and Sewer proprietary funds.  There was also a positive budget variation on what we planned on having for the year.  The report shows about 40 million in assets including public works and infrastructure and water and sewer and cash and receivables.  You owe about 20 million dollars from your bond issues that you incurred in order to build your plant.  We make sure that everything is reconciled and that the Town records are up to date and that there are receipts for everything that you spend your money on and cancelled checks.  We write letters to the attorneys and the banks to confirm the information that we receive regarding the accounts and what the town owns and what their debt is and what has been paid out.  We are also asked to write a report for the Federal Government on anything that the feel may be an impropriety such as a petty cash voucher that does not have a signature on it.  We in turn will write a report on procedures that we feel are properly done but could be done a little better.  We have done this and Ms. Breder had responded to the comments from last year and we look to see if improvements were made from the last year and if not they will get reported on again.  There were improvements made since the last report.  Mr. Sadler welcomed any questions that anyone may have regarding their report and if they think of one after he is gone then they can direct them to the Town Office and he will get the answers to you.

Mayor Eberhardt commended the staff for making sure that procedures are followed and that improvements have been made and there is always room for more improvements.
Wastewater Treatment Plant Progress Report-Commissioner Fox


Commissioner Fox reported on the progress of the Wastewater Treatment Plant contract from November 22, 2009-December 21, 2009.  There are 82 days until substantial completion and 112 days until final completion.  The contractor completed pouring the concrete extension walls at both EQ tanks.  The decant assembly and interior coating were completed to Digester #1.  The contractor lowered the effluent weir to its new location and the demolition sub-contractor removed a portion of the concrete baffle wall scheduled to be demolished.  The Sludge Pump Station is nearly complete except for providing power to the pump pressure switches.  The existing dehydrator was removed and relocated on site.  The demolition sub-contractor completed the removal of the existing concrete curb at the dehydrator location.  The digester blowers were set at the re-designed location.  The Masonry Sub-Contractor completed the interior 8" CMU wall.  The Contractor re-set the existing Polymer Pump.  The Electrical Sub-Contractor completed the exterior and interior light installation and the Carpentry Sub-Contractor completed 90% of the roof installation.  Regarding the Control Room the Contractor removed the existing lab furniture.  The HVAC Sub-Contractor is installing ductwork throughout the building.  The Painting Sub-Contractor has nearly completed all painting within the building.  The Demolition Sub-Contractor installed shut-off valves on the existing water service.  The new lab furniture has been delivered but not installed to date.  The Electrical Sub-Contractor is continuing with the new conduit and wiring to this building.  The Excavating Sub-Contractor completed the demolition and backfill of both primary clarifiers and is in the process of demolishing the existing RBC’s.  Progress Meeting #17 was held on December 29, 2009.  
Wastewater Treatment Plant Request for Payment-Commissioner Fox

MOTION was made by Commissioner Fox and seconded by Commissioner Linkey to approve partial payment pay request #17 in the amount of $533,246.40 to Wickersham Construction.  All in Favor.  Motion Carried.


Mayor Eberhardt noted the fact that the changes to the Water Treatment Plant that have been done and the Wastewater Treatment Plant that are in process are substantial changes that have occurred while keeping both plants operating while the construction is being done.  We will have infrastructure in place that will supply this town well into the future.

PIER PROJECT-Denise Breder

Ms. Breder presented a pier project report and pay request.  At the December meeting the board approved a request from Dissen and Juhn to use Ice House Park as a construction staging area for their pilings and an agreement was drafted by Mr. Baynes and has been executed.  Ms. Breder commented that Dissen and Juhn had some questions regarding the pilings and if they hit bedrock at to shallow of a depth on the landward side and that question was posed to the geotechnical engineer.  There was also concern over whether the wetland mats were wide enough to safely access the non-tidal wetland area for construction purposes which was posed to the State of Maryland whether we could use wider mats without affecting the limit of the service and they were fine with it.  There was a question regarding the alignment of the pier and the sidewalks that were installed which is still being worked on there may need to be another section of sidewalk installed at the end of the entire project.  We expect the construction trailer to be delivered tomorrow and for them to start the construction of the pier next week.  

Ms. Breder commented that a pay request for preliminary work was submitted for approval in the amount of $27,268.20 which was reviewed and approved by Bayland.
MOTION was made by Commissioner Fox and seconded by Commissioner Linkey to approve partial payment pay request for Dissen & Juhn in the amount of $27,268.20.  All in Favor.  Motion Carried.

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT-Denise Breder


Ms. Breder summarized portions of her report; the entire report is on file at Town Hall for review.


Ms. Breder reported that she is still working with T-Mobile/VelociTel regarding the antennas to be put on the old I-95 Water Tower.  URS is looking to give us a quote for doing the engineering work for the alternate access road to the Water Treatment Plant.  Mr. Pampuch wanted to see the site particularly the abandoned electrical support structure that most likely will need removed.  Mr. Pampuch was also given the engineering contact information for Norfolk Southern and will provide the Town a quote once that contact is made.  MES performed an evaluation of the old I-95 Water Tower which was the first phase of the work so that a bid document can be prepared to be put out so that it can be renovated.  

Mayor Eberhardt inquired if we had any idea of how long this might take for them to give us their evaluation.


Ms. Breder was not sure but does not believe that it takes to long once they are able to get out there to do it; it was just a little difficult scheduling it because of the holidays.  Ms. Breder also worked with Peggy Rice on the management discussion and analysis for the audit and wrote the corrective action plan for the audit.   On December 12th I attended the Christmas Tree Lighting Ceremony and on the 15th I attended the Perryville Chamber of Commerce business meeting held at the VA mansion.  On the evening of the 15th I attended the Mayor and Commissioners Work Session.   On December 17 I prepared for and attended the Staff meeting and on December 23 I attended the Juvenile Outreach Program Christmas Dinner.  I met with Dianna Battaglia for review of zoning certificates.  Attended to miscellaneous Town business including: ensuring execution of contracts, communicating with Department Heads on issues related to their departments and reviewed and approved purchase orders and invoices on things I am working on for the Town directly.  I spoke with Jim Halsey of Crouse on December 29, 2009 and he informed me that he just received the revised deeds from David Dodge for Beacon Point and Courtyards at Olde Towne infrastructure.  He was giving the deeds to Richard Crouse for signature and requesting that the various checks get cut.  Ms. Breder wanted to thank the Department of Public Works and McGuirk Construction for the fine job that was done with the salting and plowing of this last snow storm they put in a lot of hours.  Ms. Breder also announced that Tri-State Waste has been purchased by Waste Management.  Initially, the trucks are expected to still have the Tri-State logo on them and staff is expected to remain the same.  However, if you do happen to see a Waste Management truck in Town, it is ok.

Mayor Eberhardt inquired if they started this Monday.


Ms. Breder commented that they had and although they do have the same drivers the one driver was not there this week so there was a problem where they missed one entire development which was taken care of this afternoon.


Mayor Eberhardt asked her to bring him up to speed on the electricity repayments that Crouse was to pay for Beacon Point.


Ms. Breder commented that Mr. Halsey assured her that the check was going to be cut for that and they paid up until July of last year and since it dragged on for so long he stated that he would have a check cut to bring that amount current.  They also owe us money from an agreement that we had with Crouse when they decided not to do some of their Public Works and we did some of it ourselves and they had to reimburse us for that.  They need to deed Lot I to the Town and the public infrastructure for both developments.
TREASURER’S REPORT- 
Treasurer’s Report

Town of Perryville, Maryland

January 5, 2010

For the Month of December, 2009:

· 172 purchase orders were processed totaling $252,435.

· 99 accounts payable checks were processed totaling $187,232.  

· Processed cash receipts totaling $379,394.25 which included a cash receipt for the Maryland Heritage Areas Authority grant (MHAA) for $50,000.

· Received $20,543 on December 10th for Real Estate Taxes collected in November.  $430,059 still remains unpaid which, according to the Cecil County Treasurer’s Office; we will be receiving an estimated $291,535 for December collections.

· Received $422,734 from MDE on December 12, 2009 for the Water Treatment Plant upgrade.

· Transferred $413,074 to Wickersham Construction for the Sewer Plant Upgrade.

· Completed work with audit firm for Fiscal Year 2009 financials.

· Mailed the FY09 Audit Report to Department of Legislative Services and Department of the Environment on December 10th, 2009.

· Completed the Fiscal Year 2009 reporting package for the State Aid for Police Protection grant for Fiscal Year 2011 funding. 

· Attended staff meeting on December 17, 2009. 

· Distributed year to date budget reports to department heads on December 17, 2009.

· Worked on month-end entries and reports for September and October.  Will have November and December’s prepared for the February 2nd Town Meeting.

· Worked on Budget Amendments for tonight’s meeting.

Ms. Rice had the financials for the month of August, September, and October but reported on the most recent which was October.  In the General Funds m.t.d. the receipts totaled $94,255.03 and expenses which totaled $342,937.17 with a net deficit of ($248,682.14).  The y.t.d. receipts totaled $1,688,496.75 with the expenses at $909,405.86 with a surplus of $779,090.89.  The water fund had a y.t.d. receipt total of $198,697.55, expenses of $251,316.63 with a net deficit of ($52,619.08).  The sewer fund had a y.t.d. receipt total of $1,559,548.51 and expenses totaling $2,624,439.23 with a deficit of ($1,064,890.72) which is due to the timing of the grant and the water and sewer billing is not included.

The bank balances as of January 5, 2010 are $1,069,233.83 for PNC, $2,037,343.56 for the local Government Investment Pool, and NBRS balance is $2,402,320.78.  The overall balance of accounts is $5,508,898.17. 

Mayor Eberhardt commented that there was concern over the Real Estate Tax Assessments and what that was going to do to our income and we were trying to find out where they were going to reassess.  He indicated that he is seeing that the reassessing occurred in the southern part of Cecil County so our property tax rates are not going to be effected at all this year, he inquired if that is the way the rest of the board understood that.

Mr. Baynes indicated that this is the way that the article read it was all below the Canal.


Commissioner Fox congratulated Peggy and everyone involved for the job done preparing for audit.


Ms. Rice also wanted to thank Karen Dojan who was one of the auditors who pretty much was here by herself most of the time with the exception of a day or two.

Ms. Breder also thanked Ms. Rice who put in a lot of extra hours to work on the audit and get caught up on the financials.

POLICE REPORT-
Police Chief Wernz

Chief Wernz reported that on December 8 he attended the communications meeting with other Chiefs in the County.  On December 9th he attended a meeting with Mark Tobin from the New Castle County Police Department to discuss the forming of a K-9 unit for the Perryville Police Department.  He attended the tree lighting ceremony on December 12 and the Town Work Session on the 15th and on the 16th the Homeland Emergency Response Committee Meeting.  On the 17th he attended the town staff meeting and on the 23rd he attended the Perryville Outreach Holiday dinner.  


Chief Wernz wanted to thank the Public Works Department for their assistance in the snow storm with plowing the one SUV out that they used to respond to calls.  They also lost power at the Police Station in the middle of the night in the beginning of the month and Public Works were quick to respond and figure out the source of the power outage and got the power restored.
Monthly Police Report-January 2010
	
	MONTH


	    JAN
	FEB
	MMAR
	APR
	MAY
	JUNE
	JULY
	AUG
	SEP
	OCT
	NOV
	DEC

	 CRIME
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	ROBBERY


	       0
	  0
	    0
	     0
	     0
	   0
	    0
	0
	3
	0
	0
	0

	ASSAULT


	      4
	  5
	    6
	     9
	     7
	   4
	    5
	3
	4
	6
	4
	2

	BURGLARY


	     4   
	  4
	    2
	     1
	    1
	   5
	    1
	2
	4
	0
	0
	1

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	THEFT


	
	      8
	  15
	    16
	    15
	    12
	   15
	   18
	21
	19
	15
	19
	10

	AUTO THEFT


	      0
	   1
	     0
	      0
	    1
	    0
	    0
	1
	4
	0
	0
	1

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	CDS


	
	       0
	  1
	      1
	      0
	    1
	    1
	    1
	3
	0
	1
	1
	4

	DISORDERLY
	      7
	 10
	     11
	      7
	   27


	   18
	   19
	15
	25
	16
	14
	7

	MDOP


	
	      5
	  2
	     4
	     5
	    5
	    5
	    5
	2
	9
	3
	5
	6

	ADULT ARRESTS


	      3
	  4
	     3
	    4
	    5
	    3
	    7
	16
	17
	18
	10
	12

	JUV. ARRESTS


	      0
	  2
	     3
	    3
	    1
	    6
	    0
	3
	2
	3
	5
	5

	TRAFFIC
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	CITATIONS


	     22
	  21
	     7
	     4
	    4
	   10
	    6
	15
	15
	48
	30
	35

	WARNINGS
	     30
	  27
	     0
	    2
	    3
	   12
	   10
	22
	35
	59
	41
	59

	SEROS
	     26
	  20
	    27
	    0
	    2
	    7
	    7
	12
	18
	33
	17
	22

	PARKING VIOLATIONS
	
	
	
	    0
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	BOAT RAMP VIOLATIONS
	
	
	
	    0
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	ACCIDENTS
	
	      6
	   7
	  10
	    7
	    8
	   11
	    8
	7
	10
	10
	11
	10

	CALLS 
	
	      286
	353
	255
	266
	320
	364
	  330
	341
	393
	362
	365
	340



Danielle Foor and Stephanie Crawford from the Juvenile Outreach Program reported on the activities of the program for the month of December. 
 Danielle reported that for the month of December they had 22 individual appointments, 6 parent appointments, 5 life skill classes which 14 members attended and 1 new member.  The monthly attendance was 163.  The activities for the month of December were Life Skills and Department of Social Services meetings on the 1st.  On December 7th was the Christmas card project and December 8 was Life Skills and Department of Social Services meetings again.  On December 9 it was movie night and on December 10 it was Community Service and the Toys for Tots Campaign.  On December 12 it was the Angel Tree Network and the Christmas Tree Lighting Ceremony.  On the 15th of December it was Life Skills and Department of Social Services meetings and on the 16th it was Movie Night.  On the 21st of December there was a Gingerbread House contest and on the 22nd and 29th there were Life Skill classes and Department of Social Services meeting.  On the 23rd of December was the Outreach Family Christmas Party.  


Announcements and Upcoming Events-Perryville Outreach Program

Danielle reported that The Perryville Police Department Outreach Program would like to thank everyone who participated in Toys for Tots this year and for helping make our first year a huge success.  She participating in processing and boxing up all of the toys and handing them out to all of the families and the experience was very memorable and she is looking forward to it next year.

Stephanie from the Outreach Program thanked everyone who attended the Outreach Family Holiday Party and the Grist Mill who supplied the delicious meal.

The Outreach Program has a new group starting January 13th called Girls with Confidence.  This new group was encouraged by the Outreach Program members after we completed the Lovely Lady classes, this class will be held from 6-7 on Wednesday evenings.   We will be covering such topics as stress, home issues, journal writing, dating, self respect, healthy friendships and health and hygiene.  On December 12th 7 members went to the New Life Faith Center to provide community service our responsibilities included carrying boxes of food to peoples cars and assisting elderly people with getting their food and to clean up.  Since this experience was so positive Angel Food sign-ups will take place on January 13 from 5-6 p.m. at the Outreach Program to make it more convenient for Perryville residents to enroll.   Stephanie wanted to share her experience with the Outreach Program.  She explained that a few years ago she was not the most comfortable person around police officers.  When she became a member of the Outreach Program she got to interact with the Perryville Police Department on a daily basis.  That is when she got to know them and realized that they are here to help her and 
keep our Town safe.  Today she was able to talk to Officer Danielle and Chief about school and college and her future career in the law enforcement field.  She is thankful that the Outreach staff is there everyday to push her to get good grades and encourage her and is glad to have the Police Officers available for support.

The Mayor thanked them for their report.  He asked the Chief for an update on the K-9 that is supposed to be coming.


Chief Wernz stated that the K-9 dog was originally supposed to arrive on December 31st, then it got delayed until tomorrow and now that has been changed and is now supposed to arrive this Friday the 8th.  It is a male German Shepherd that is coming from Czechoslovakia and the training is to start on the 11th.  


Mayor Eberhardt announced that we have asked the Perryville Elementary School kids to name the dog.  


Mayor Eberhardt wanted to note that we had a representative in the audience from the MD Transit Authority who he asked to introduce himself.


The Transit Authority representatives name was 1st Officer Scott who is the Commander of the Hatem Memorial Bridge.  Officer Scott stated that anyone is welcome to stop by anytime they come through the toll or the Chief has his number when they may need assistance.  

Mayor Eberhardt knows that our Police Department is happy for their backup support and cooperative efforts when needed.


Chief Wernz noted that they average about 35 to 40 calls a month in which they actually come and back our officers up so they definitely have been there for us.

COMMUNITY CORNER-Ray Ryan

Mr. Ryan reported on the monthly calls for the Perryville Fire Department.  For the month of December the total calls were 40 with the average response time of 5.2 minutes and the average personnel per call was 13, with the average man hour total of 306.  

Mr. Ryan indicated that he would like to stop over and look at the new Chlorine type container at the Wastewater Plant that Commissioner Fox reported on to know what they are dealing with.  Mr. Ryan stated that we spoke with the manufacturer of the new
pumper tanker yesterday and it is supposed to be leaving the factory in Wisconsin today and will be going to Middletown Delaware for a few days up to a week to have some last minute things added on that we requested.  We hope that it will be sitting in our station by this time next week.  In reference to the fires that were mentioned earlier he also gave thanks that we have members of the Fire Department who are willing to respond on the holidays.  Mr. Ryan also wanted to inform us that he is sitting in the back and noticed that he hears a detector beeping next door that probably needs to be looked at or a battery changed.
FROM THE FLOOR


John Strause, who resides at 657 Keesey Lane, recently sent a letter to Ms. Breder about the delivery of this Weekender newspaper.  He stated that he has been fighting with the distributer since about mid October to get them to stop delivering it and he is inquiring if there is anything that the Town can do.  We find them in the yards, the flower beds, under the vehicles, and piling up in front of vacant houses.  He has sent numerous emails to them to ask them to stop to no avail.  He stated that there are 12 houses on his block and he counted 30 papers on his block.  On Route 222 he noticed about 20 more just lying in the road at 5:45 in the morning when he was going to work.  He is asking for any assistance that the Town may be able to give to help resolve this issue.  Mr. Strause commented that Ms. Breder has been helping as much as she can through their email correspondence.  He mentioned that evidently since it is a periodical it cannot be construed as litter and we still cannot stop them.  Mr. Strause commented that they are getting into storm drains and are just lying all over the place and also it lets robbers know when a house is vacant when the papers continually pile up. 

Ms. Breder had contacted the MD Municipal League to see if they had any legislation regarding this problem.  They stated that the State of Maryland had tried to pass legislation a couple of years ago preventing this and it did not pass.


Mr. Strause suggested talking to the MD Municipal League again to stress that this is becoming a major problem, it may be happening in other areas as well although he has not noticed in other areas like he does in Perryville.


Mayor Eberhardt commented that we will look into the previous legislation and who the sponsor of that legislation was and if there is anything more that can be done.

OLD BUSINESS-Comprehensive Plan

Ms. Skilling stated that the Comprehensive Plan has been discussed at previous meetings.  She has revised and sent the maps to rectify the discrepancies in numbers; the numbers that are shown for the growth area now are the accurate numbers which is 2,713.

Ms. Skilling wanted to thank Vicky Strause who sent her a draft version of the Comp Plan with some really good comments and corrections and better word usage.  We will add some of these changes to the Comp Plan which are nothing that will change the actual content; it will just be a much better readable product.  She had also made some comments on some of the maps that we have looked at and they need to be clarified a little bit more on making sure that the maps are numbered properly and in the right place in the text.   Dianna has also gone through the document and has had some corrections along with some typos and things that we have to make.  The one area that Commissioner Fox made note of last month has been deleted.  She has not received any other information from anyone so it is still open for any type of corrections that need to be made as long as it does not change the main content of the document once it’s approved.

Commissioner Fox wanted to clarify that this is an ongoing thing; something that we can go back and tweak once it has been approved tonight.

Ms. Skilling indicated that you can always go back and tweak it.  What we approve tonight will be approval based on the corrections we need to make and some of the corrections that Vicky has included in here that we will be making which are more grammatical items and word usage.  Mrs. Strause had also brought up the use of US 40 and Maryland 222.  In checking with State Highway it is MD 222 Aiken Avenue, when it gets up further it becomes US 222 which is how it is on the State Highways map.  For us to be consistent we need to make sure that we have it that way throughout the document.  Once this is done she will get the copies made and sent to the proper agencies, the County, and the adjoining jurisdictions and we will get it on the web site.  Ms. Skilling commented that there are a lot of goals and objectives that are in there that we hope to meet and some of them may take from five to fifteen years.


Ms. Breder asked for clarification that if we were to make a change that was going to change the content of the document it would really require a Public Hearing.


Ms. Skilling commented that you would have to go through the Public Hearing process if you were changing a section that would change the content.


Mayor Eberhardt inquired if Mr. Baynes, the Town Attorney, was comfortable with us voting to approve this document knowing that there are some grammatical and sentence rewrites that need to be done to it without changing the content.


Mr. Baynes replied that he is ok with it as long as it is grammatical.

Mary Ann stated that everybody has a different way of writing things as long as we are not changing the intent of the document we should be ok.


Mayor Eberhardt inquired if it was safe to say that we have not received any comments since last month that have dramatically changed the content of the document.  


Ms. Skilling commented that we have not except for Mrs. Strause’s comments which were mostly grammatical.


Commissioner Tennis brought up the fact that an area of preservation had been discussed previously in the vicinity of Mt. Ararat; he inquired what area of parcel that was.

Mr. Buck commented indicated that it did not appear that this was going to happen as of today but the original proposal was along the river and up along Happy Valley Creek that runs north to the property towards Port Deposit, areas of parcels shown on 0074 and 0273.


Ms. Skilling indicated that we cannot incorporate something that is not within Town limits for a project that is out there.  This is something that the State was working with Walter Buck and the families to turn a piece of land over to the State for a connection for the Lower Susquehanna.  We will be looking at some of those options as well with some annexed areas and open space areas to make that connection to the properties as was done with Happy Valley where a park was planned as part of that annexation which is in parcel 329.  

Ms. Skilling commented that in the addendum section the Planning Commission did recommend that due to the potential down the road for future growth area of Mt. Ararat that they wanted to indicate that at such time that Mt. Ararat does come into the Town that the Planning Commission recommended a buffering between what would be Bainbridge and any part of Mt. Ararat to define the delineation between The Town of Perryville and Port Deposit.


Commissioner Tennis commented that both parcels 329 and 0074 could be a path to the river. 

Ms. Skilling commented that the ideal location for a walkway or path is along the waterfront to the Water Plant and beyond.  
MOTION was made by Commissioner Linkey and seconded by Commissioner Tennis to approve the Comprehensive Plan as discussed including any grammatical errors that need to be fixed at this time.  All in Favor.  Motion Carried.
NEW BUSINESS-

Ms. Breder wanted to remind the board that because of the Martin Luther King holiday this month that the Work Session date has been changed to January 21st which is the third Thursday of the month.  In February the President’s Day holiday impacts the February Work Session which will now be the third Thursday which is February 18.


Commissioner Linkey inquired if that means that the Planning and Zoning meeting will be on the Tuesday instead of Monday on those holidays.


Ms. Breder indicated that it would.

Corporate Banking Resolution 2010-1

Ms. Rice presented a Corporate Banking Resolution for the Police Department to use when they seize money that needs to be put in a separate interest bearing account.


Chief Wernz explained that with the seizure of money when it comes to drugs, when we apply for access seizure, once the court seizes it then it quickly becomes our money.  If they come to court and prove that it was not drug related at the time we have to give the money back we have to pay interest on that money which is why we are requesting this account be set up; plus the money should not just be sitting at the Police Department while the process takes place.   
MOTION was made by Commissioner Linkey and seconded by Commissioner Tennis to approve Resolution 2010-1 a Corporate Banking Resolution for the Perryville Police Department Asset Seizures.  All in Favor.  Motion Carried.

Budget Amendments-Resolution 2010-2



Ms. Rice noted that to purchase the K-9 we had to use funds from the Mayor & Commissioner contingency in the amount of $5,000.  The second one in the General Fund is to recognize the additional Grant income and expense for two spring riders and a bike rack for the Youth Park in the amount of $2,000 to recognize and offset that cost.  In the Sewer Fund we estimated about $10,000 to recognize the cost of sewer backups to residents putting it into the Sewer Fund miscellaneous expense and taking it out of the Sewer Contingency Fund.  The balance left in the Mayor and Commissioner Fund is $27,853 dollars if this amendment is approved.  

Commissioner Fox inquired if the $10,000 for the sewer backup was just for the one.

Ms. Rice indicated that it was just an estimate and it was just for the one backup.


Ms. Breder commented that she did just receive correspondence from another one but has not had a chance to review it yet but we will probably have to discuss it at a Work Session.

MOTION was made by Commissioner Linkey and seconded by Commissioner Fox to approve Resolution 2010-2 to amend the Fiscal Year 2010 Budget.  All in Favor.  Motion Carried.


Ms. Breder wanted to thank Mary Ann for her job on the Comprehensive Plan which has been in the works for several years now and that she had worked on it as a State employee before coming here as an employee of the Town.
MOTION was made by Commissioner Linkey and seconded by Commissioner Fox to adjourn the December 1, 2009 Town Meeting to a closed Executive Session to discuss the appointment, employment, assignment, promotion, discipline, demotion, compensation, removal, resignation, or performance evaluation of appointees, employees, or officials over whom it has jurisdiction at 8:35 p.m.. All in Favor: motion carried.
Respectfully submitted,
Jackie Sample,
Town Clerk







