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 Town of Perryville

Hollywood Casino Public Hearing Minutes
July 7, 2009
ATTENDANCE:  Mayor: James Eberhardt, Commissioners: Barbara Brown, Alan Fox, Michelle Linkey, Gary Tennis, Town Administrator: Denise Breder, Town Planner: Mary Ann Skilling, Acting Police Chief Charles Moore and Police Officer Al Miller.

The Hollywood Casino Public Hearing was called to order at 6:33 pm by Mayor Eberhardt.

Ms. Skilling, the Planning Coordinator for Town of Perryville, gave a brief summary of the Hollywood Casino Preliminary Plan in which recommendations and motions were made of items that needed addressed at a previous Planning and Zoning Meeting.  The Mayor and Commissioners have the ultimate approval and authority over the motions.  Ms. Skilling included the motions in their packets for review and the things that have been done to address the motions.   Also included in the packets were the comments that were provided from Mr. Mcanally, a consultant representing the Hollywood Casino project, in response to the recommendations and motions that were made by the Planning Commission.  There is also a revised preliminary site plan included in the packets.  

Ms. Skilling summarized some of the key items that need to be addressed.  The first motion that was made was to grant a design waiver for lighting requirements in the parking lots to a mounting height of twenty-five feet for the Casino and Hotel Site.  The applicant has submitted the lighting specifications for the lights to be used by the casino site. The mounting height of 25 feet is being requested due to safety and security.  Ms. Skilling indicated that how the lights project there will not be any dead spaces.  MDTA will also have to approve the lighting because of the proximity to the I-95 corridor.  The height is one of the items that the Mayor and Commissioners will need to address, with the CEMUD there is some flexibility.  At this point it would only affect the Casino Site.

Mayor Eberhardt recalled a nearby resident on Route 222 that had expressed concern regarding the lighting on the Water Tower, he inquired if the lighting was going to create a problem for them.

Ms. Skilling indicated that this lighting reflects down more than up and out so she does not believe that will be an issue.


Commissioner Brown inquired if we know how far the lighting expands out.


Mr. Mcanally commented that the plan shows some of the sets with four heads on them with cut off luminars so that when you look at them from the side you do not see the lamp.   Mr. Mcanally commented that the light kicks out at about 60 feet from the center of the pole and there are going to be approximately 120 poles on the site.  

Mayor Eberhardt inquired about the location of the poles, it appears that they are going to stand alone in the parking lot not on the islands.


Mr. Mcanally concurred that the poles would stand alone in the parking lots on concrete pedestals.

Ms. Skilling summarized the next motion which was for the temporary unpaved portion of the parking lot to be paved at the earliest either of expansion of the casino facility or 36 months of the facility opening.  PNG also wanted it paved but not right away due to the initial cost involved.


Commissioner Brown inquired about how many parking spaces there will be.


Mr. Mcanally replied that 1,000 parking spaces would be black topped and 600 spaces will be in the more remote areas which will initially be stoned and designated by the landscape islands.

Ms. Skilling stated that the next motion that was made at the Planning and Zoning meeting was to recommend approval of the Preliminary Site Plan to the Mayor and Commissioners conditioned upon addressing all comments made by URS, Cecil County Fireman’s Association, Perryville Fire Company, SHA and her recommendation that the development approval for Phase IA should be conditioned on resolution of all traffic impact study issues to MDTA, SHA, and FHWA to their satisfaction with completed construction of all roadway improvements necessary to mitigate the site-generated traffic prior to use and occupancy.  

Mayor Eberhardt brought up concerns regarding the recommendations and how the motions were made, some were noted as issues needing to be addressed and other recommendations were asking for a resolution.


Ms. Skilling commented that the addressing part of it is in the letter included in your packet which was sent back to SHA and we are now in the resolving process and at this point it does not appear that there are any improvements that need to be made.  Although, it is not to say that SHA cannot come back later with some recommended improvements.  It appears that we have addressed all of the issues at this time.  

Ms. Skilling read a highlighted portion of the recommendations from page 3, number 10 where it was requested for the utilities to be within the public right-of-ways.  Any deviation to this shall be approved by the Mayor and Commissioners with provisions that a physical access be provided and maintained by the development for Town maintenance and servicing.  Ms. Skilling indicated that at this point we do not know all of 
the layout for utilities other than the service road now and the two sites for the Casino and the Hotel.


Mr. Mcanally stated that the sanitary sewer would be run along the road from the existing MDTA site in the right-of-way and any future additions for the Hotel, etc., would provide a 20 foot easement to the Town of Perryville with a stone surface to allow access to it.

Mayor Eberhardt inquired who the permits would be coming from and to whom under the Planning and Technical Site Plan section of comments.

Ms. Skilling commented that they have a whole list of them which they will be providing to us that will need to be checked off by us.


Mr. Mcanally commented that they may also need to get a permit from MDE for their stormwater management.


Mayor Eberhardt questioned the concern with the width of the spine road.


Ms. Skilling indicated that this has been reconfigured and it is wider now and curbs will not be an issue.  Ms. Skilling commented that a walkway is going in from the beginning of the road all of the way to the spine road and to the right of the spine road.
There will be pockets created along that walkway where there will various amenities including plantings along with park benches and lighting where people can walk through it like a park.

The applicant will be applying for a liquor license and an application to the Health Department since food will be served.  The construction drawings, once finalized, must be provided and a letter from the applicant indicating that the building meets the architectural design standards specified in the “Pattern Book”.  Ms. Skillling commented that the last motion that was made was to recommend approval of the Preliminary Subdivision Plan to the Mayor and Commissioners conditioned upon addressing all comments made by her.  Ms. Skilling commented that most of the issues have been addressed except for the street name which has not been decided and is to be named by the Mayor and Commissioners.  


The Mayor recommended ChesapeakeView Parkway.

Commissioner Linkey commented that there were actually four names that were suggested, Chesapeake View Parkway, Chesapeake Bay View Parkway, Monopole Parkway, and Susquehannock Parkway.

MOTION was made by Mayor Eberhardt and seconded by Commissioner Brown to name the road Chesapeake View Parkway All in favor; motion carried.

Ms. Skilling commented that this would be contingent upon getting approval from Emergency Management.  Ms. Skilling commented that Jack Rauen from Penn National Gaming is here along with Mr. Mcanally, a consultant for the Hollywood Casino, and Brandon Freel from Stewart Associates if anyone has any further questions. 


Commissioner Tennis inquired what the timeline was going to be for starting the project.


Mr. Rauen commented that if there is disturbance later this month then they are looking for an October 2010 opening but it will also depend on any additional traffic comments that they may receive which could require extensive improvements that could take them well beyond that time.

  
Commissioner Brown inquired about the timeline for the sidewalks, she inquired if they were going to go ahead and put the sidewalks in on the areas they are not paving right away and then come back and pave later.

Mr. Rauen stated that the sidewalks will be put in along with the bioretention areas which will help delineate the parking and create access to the stoned area.
MOTION was made by Commissioner Brown and seconded by Commissioner Linkey to adjourn the Public Hearing at approx. 7:05 p.m. All in favor; motion carried.
Respectfully submitted,
Jackie Sample,
Town Clerk







